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PRINCIPALLY SPEAKING 

 

Congratulations Brownell Students, Staff, and Community 
Recently, the Michigan Department of Education released the 2016 School Score Cards. Brownell met the 

criteria to be designated as a Reward School. To attain this ranking, schools had to perform in the top five 

percent in the state top-to-bottom and had to make the greatest gains in achievement as well as outperforming its 

predicted ranking. That’s not all -- Brownell also received superior rankings from Niche, a web based team of 

data scientists and engineers used to score schools and neighborhoods. Brownell is ranked by Niche as the #2 

school out of 520 in Michigan. It’s also ranked #1 for the best teachers. Nationally, Niche ranked Brownell as 

#92 out of 15,412 in the country. 

 

High achievements and rankings are the result of a culture at Brownell where students willingly embrace critical 

feedback, dedicate themselves to learning, and collaborate with others to problem solve.  Brownell students 

excel because of this learning culture that starts with a unified staff and community -- thank you and 

congratulations.   

 

Start of the Second Semester and Report Cards 
We’d like to remind everyone that the second semester started on January 30, 2017. Please encourage your 

child(ren) to remain focused and on task in an effort to start the new semester and third quarter on a positive 

note. Second quarter report cards will be distributed the second week of February. 

 

Parents for Unity in Diversity Council 
All parents and community members in the Grosse Pointe School District are welcome to participate in the 

meetings led by the Diversity Council. Quarterly meetings are part of this learning community outreach 

program that works together with our school community to help ensure all of the students experience success. 

The group is led by Ms. Ginni Winters, a consultant from Wayne County RESA. If you have any questions, 

please contact Maire Elementary School principal Sonja Franchett at Sonja.Franchett@gpschools.org. The next 

meeting will be held in the library at Defer Elementary School at 6:30 p.m. on February 1, 2017. The final 

Diversity Council meeting of the year will be April 19, 2017 and the location will be announced in the March 

2017 Brownell Reporter. 
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Cinderella: The 2016-17 School Play 
Involving students in the fine arts is a point of pride at Brownell Middle School and in the Grosse Pointe Public 

School System (GPPSS). Each year, we’re able to provide the opportunity to all Bronco students to participate 

in the school play. This year, Brownell is performing the Broadway version of Cinderella and over eighty 

students are participating. On Friday, February 10, at 1 p.m. the remainder of the student body at Brownell will 

be able to watch their classmates perform. In an effort to help defray the cost of the production, we ask students 

to pay one dollar for this special matinee performance. The money is turned in to the Advisory teachers. Thanks 

again for your support of the fine arts at Brownell Middle School. 

 

NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress)  
Brownell Middle School has been chosen to participate in the NAEP test. Eighth grade students have been 

randomly selected to take the NAEP. Students chosen to be tested were notified via email from Brownell. The 

areas of testing are in civics, geography, mathematics, reading, U.S. history, and writing. The testing date 

established is Wednesday, February 1, 2017. The results of the NAEP test are released as The Nation’s Report 

Card. 

 

Adolescent Health Education 
Brownell Middle School will conduct the GPPSS Adolescent Health Education (AHE) curriculum after the 

February Winter Vacation. The AHE curriculum will be presented during each student’s ELA class. The sixth 

grade will be provided the AHE program the week of February 27; the eighth grade the week of March 6; and 

the seventh grade the week of March 13. 

 

School Clinic/Office Visits for Illness 

Please remind your child that if they are not feeling well during school hours, they can ask permission from 

their teacher to proceed to the office.  If the clinic is manned at that time, there is a place for students to rest for 

up to 15 minutes. We are here to help students try and get back on their feet and return to class if possible.  If 

the child needs to go home, a parent will be called using the clinic/office telephone.   

 

Lost & Found Items 

Has your child lost a sweatshirt, hat, or book at school?  Whatever the item may be, please ask your child to 

inquire about any lost items in the main office.  Once lost items are overflowing in the office, tables are set up in 

the main office hallway for at least three days for items to be claimed before they are donated.   

 

Follow Brownell on Facebook and Twitter 
In an effort to have an “official” social media presence, Brownell Middle School established a Facebook Page 

in 2017. The URL of the “official” Brownell Facebook Page is 

https://www.facebook.com/BrownellMiddleSchool/ . Additionally, we’re using Twitter to promote the positive 

school happenings using @MrHunwick. 

 

If at any time you have questions or concerns, please call my direct line at (313) 432-3904 or email me at 

rodger.hunwick@gpschools.org.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Rodger W. Hunwick 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/BrownellMiddleSchool/
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From the Desk of Mrs. McNally 

 

PBIS 
Now that the second card marking is completed, the final data on the Positive Behavior Interventions & 

Supports Plan is compiled.  Over this period of time, 97% of the Brownell Middle School student body 

maintained seven signatures or less in their PBIS planner.  This represents a 1% improvement from the second 

card marking last year.  These results prove that the vast majority of students are consistently prepared and 

responsible for their learning.  It also indicates that nearly all students arrive to class on time, complete their 

assignments, and behave accordingly throughout the day. 

 

Moving forward into the third quarter/second semester, we’re asking all students to use their school planners to 

record class work daily, reflect on their learning, and set academic as well as personal goals for themselves. 

Once again, the data proves what we already knew to be true-the Bronco student body is a great group of young 

people. 
 

Bronco PBIS data as of 1/23/17 

Students with 0 signatures Students with 1-4 signatures Students with 5+ signatures 

43% 45% 12% 

157 rewards have been earned for 20+ positive stamps 

 

Drop-off and pick-up school safety 
It is the season for winter weather.  As such, there’s an increased amount of vehicle traffic before and after 

school to drop-off and pick-up students.  We ask for your continued support exercising patience during these 

high volume vehicle times.  Maintaining a safe environment for the student to exit and enter vehicles is a 

priority and attained when we are all cognizant of the surroundings. 

 

First hour tardies 
There has been a recent spike in tardies for students arriving to school.  Tardiness affects not only the student 

walking in late, but often interrupts the learning environment for classmates and the teacher.  Please ensure 

students are arriving with ample time to prepare for the day.  The doors are opened at 8:50 on Mondays and by 

8:05 Tuesday through Friday.  Attendance reports are pulled at least monthly.  Students who accumulate 5 

tardies will be assigned a one hour after school detention to further reflect on the tardies and to discuss and set 

goals going forward to ensure their prompt arrival to class.  Thank you for your continued support with this. 

 

 

COUNSELORS’ CORNER 

 
The eighth graders will be completing the high school scheduling process in early February.  Eighth graders 

were met with individually and assisted in the computer lab to officially register online.  North and South will 

be sending you a copy of the classes that your son/daughter registered for in late spring.  At that time you may 

contact the high school counselor to make necessary adjustments. During the month of January, we also met 

with the 5
th

, 6
th

, and 7
th

 graders to introduce course offerings for next year.  All students have now officially 

registered for classes online.  If your son or daughter needs additional academic support for the upcoming year, 

please call us so we may plan ahead.  If there are any questions or concerns regarding your child’s course 

selections, please contact us. 

 

Marie Fachini-Kurily (A-K)     Angie Niforos (L-Z)  

(313) 432-3914       (313) 432-3915 



Key Dates to Remember 

 

February 1 NAEP Grade 8 Testing – Randomly selected students 

   Grade 8 students turn in high school course selection sheet 

  3 Grade 6 Activity Night @ Gym, 6:00-8:00 pm 

  7 Grosse Pointe South Freshmen Football Meeting 

    Student Meeting @ Brownell cafeteria, 3:30 pm 

    Parent Meeting @ Brownell Library, 7:00 pm 

  8 Student Count Day 

  9 Drama Club Performance, “Cinderella,” @ Multi-Purpose Room, 7:00 pm 

  10 Deadline to submit articles for the March Brownell Reporter 

   Grades 7/8 Girls’ Basketball @ Wolfe M.S., 4:15/5:15 PM 

   Drama Club Performance, “Cinderella,” @ Multi-Purpose Room, 7:00 pm 

  14 Grades 7/8 Girls’ Basketball @ Jefferson M.S., 4:00/5:00 pm 

  15 Principals’ Roundtable Meeting @ Library, 6:00 pm 

  16 Grade 8 (D’Angelo) field trip to Oakland University, 8:40 am-2:00 pm 

   Grades 7/8 Girls’ Basketball vs. Pierce @ Brownell, 4:00 pm 

  17 Pajama Day 

Grade 8 (Brennan) field trip to Oakland University, 8:40 am-2:00 pm 

   Mid-Winter Vacation begins at the end of the day 

  27 School reopens after Mid-Winter Vacation, 9:05 am 

  28 Grades 7/8 Girls’ Basketball vs. Parcells @ Brownell, 4:00 pm 

 

 

Buck-Up Broncos  

Motivating Students during Second Semester 

 

While researching this article, it was difficult to find evidence-based studies which prove there is a dip in 

student motivation during the winter months.  However, many parents and educators report that their students 

definitely struggle to stay motivated after Winter Vacation.  It is not uncommon for students to lose steam 

during the 3
rd

 quarter, and 8
th

 graders often struggle to stay motivated from January through June.   

 

Education.com, Keeping Kids Motivated During the Holidays by Anna Weinstein suggests ways teachers and 

parents can help children stay motivated and continue to do their best at school.  Motivational tips are also 

discussed in 10 Ways to Motivate Your Child to Do Better in School by Debbie Pincus, MS, LMHC found on 

Parents.com.  If you noticed your child’s motivation for school has decreased and their grades are slipping, try 

the following tips: 

 

 Make sure your child continues to get physical exercise during cold months.  Keeping children active 

and exposed to sunlight during winter can promote healthy mind/body connections and increase 

motivation. 
 

 Teach your child how to use a sleep routine.  Set a regular bedtime and keep both sleep time and the half 

hour prior to sleep free from texting, TV, and computer access.  Middle school students need about nine 

hours of sleep each night to support strong mental and physical health. 
 

 Continue to expect consistent homework completion and enforce a daily homework time.  Debbie Pincus 

suggests using the, “when you… then” rule when discussing school and homework expectations.   
 

 Showing your child you continue to value their success at school by making positive comments and 

showing interest in day to day experiences.  Help your child make large assignments more manageable 

by breaking them down into smaller pieces. 



  

 Utilizing school supports including teacher websites, Pinnacle, and Study Club when needed. 
 

 Enjoying interactive family fun after school work is done. 

 

For questions or more information, contact the Brownell Support Services Team at 

(313) 432-3900: 

 

Susan Fell, School Social Worker   Marie Fachini-Kurily, Counselor           

Mark Weaver, School Psychologist   Angie Niforos, Counselor 

 

 

Sixth Grade  

 

Reading Foundations 

Mrs. Davenport 

Students completed the book Natural Disasters by 

Phill Simpson and answered a variety of inferential 

questions.  They are becoming confident with 

higher level thinking.  Students are now engaged 

through the mapping process.  They are comparing 

the different natural disasters in a matrix text 

structure.  Students are also identifying the cause 

and effect in each disaster.  Ask your child about the 

book and what they have learned.  Please continue 

to check our Homeroom Application to see the 

students learning in action.  I look forward to 

another successful semester in Reading 

Foundations! 

 

Informational Reading and Writing 

Mr. Ernst 

February will close out the Compare and Contrast 

Unit and begin the Research Unit. Rest assured, the 

students will not be doing a big research paper. 

Instead, the focus is identifying reliable sources and 

teaching students how to analyze a website to see if 

it is a valid source of information. In the end, 

students will create a digital presentation on the life 

of a famous individual of their choice. The students 

will have MobyMax lessons to complete as well. 

They can work on MobyMax lessons on the 

computer at home which can be easily accessed on 

Edmodo. 

 

Honors Informational 

Mrs. Garland and Mrs. Lovelace 

The culminating project for the second quarter was 

a comparison infographic. Students chose a “real-

life” topic that interested them and shared at least 

four points of comparison in a digital poster that 

included graphics and captions. The target skills 

included narrowing the topic, using reliable sources 

of information, and effective presentation.  The 

focus for the third quarter will be persuasion (a 

natural for adolescents, yes?)  

 

Narrative and Honors Narrative 

Mrs. Garland and Mrs. Lovelace 

The theme of comparison carried over to Narrative 

class as students compared two novels. The 

independent reading project due in late February 

will be related to a science fiction or fantasy novel. 

Students will be writing a portion of a story that 

includes an element of science fiction or fantasy. 

Parents are invited to participate in the Story 

Showcase on Friday, March 3.  Details will be 

sent home with students in the coming weeks. 

 

Students also continue to sharpen their writing skills 

through the practice of correct grammar and the use 

of Smiley Face Tricks (a phrase coined by 

MaryEllen Leddbetter.) Examples include The 

Magic Three (three descriptive phrases in a row,) 

figurative language (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, 

etc.,) specific details for effect, repetition for effect, 

expanded moments, and humor. These strategies 

will be encouraged in all writing, especially the 

Grosse Pointe Writing Assessment that students 

take in May.  

 

Math 

Ms. Scott 

Students are currently working on operations with 

fractions and mixed numbers.  These concepts will 

later be applied to story problems, equations, and 

proportions.  Students should maintain their math 

notebooks throughout third quarter. 

 

 

 

 



Science 

Mr. Charuba 

Classes will be starting the Geology Unit. This 

includes weathering, tectonic plate movement, and 

minerals. This unit has a variety of hands-on, 

inquiry based experiments.  The unit will proceed 

until April. There will also be at home experiments 

that will be assigned throughout the unit.  The next 

area of concentration will be the Meteorology Unit. 

This unit will also include a great deal of 

assignments the student will complete at home.  

 

Science 

Mrs. Jordan 

During the month of January, students explored 

water.  Classes learned about its composition, 

properties, and how water is distributed on our 

planet.  Students finished the semester exploring 

human impact on water, specifically looking into 

water pollution. Students may need to replenish 

supplies such as pencils, highlighters, and notebook 

paper.  As always, please continue to use Google 

Classroom to keep up-to-date on assignments, 

quizzes, and tests. 

 

Social Studies 

Mrs. Callaway Burke 

Classes are wrapping up their look at “The World’s 

People” soon, and then head north of the border to 

Canada!  While Canada and the United States are 

similar in many ways, there are also many 

differences.  From the perspectives of The Five 

Themes of Geography, students will look at 

Canada’s physical and human geography, history, 

culture, government, and economy in their 

endeavors to learn more about our neighbors to the 

north!   

 

Now that the second semester is under way, it is a 

good time to encourage your child to perform some 

cleaning, organizing, and restocking of school 

material.  Old papers, notes, and homework need to 

be removed from folders, backpacks, and lockers 

and recycled.  Backpacks, binders/Trapper Keepers, 

pencil cases, and such should be cleaned out and 

reorganized. This is also a good time to replace or 

restock any necessary school materials or 

equipment that may be needed.  Items like pencils, 

highlighters, loose leaf paper, coloring materials, 

glue, and scissors are those most likely to be 

needed.   

 

Social Studies 

Mr. Dettlinger 

We’ve headed to warmer latitudes and began to 

look at Early American Civilizations.  The focus has 

included such cultures as the Maya, Aztec, and Inca 

Civilizations.  These were very influential societies 

that helped shape the Mexico of today.  Classes 

have taken on Mexico, past and present, as well. 

The United States is closely tied with Mexico’s 

history.  Subjects like the Alamo, Mexican-

American War, and NAFTA have been explored.  

After Mexico, students will move south to explore 

Central and South America, as well as the 

Caribbean.  Once the protector of these regions, the 

United States has seen its role changed in many 

ways.  Classes will discuss the relationships 

between the U.S. and many of these countries. 

 

 

Seventh Grade 

 

English 

Mrs. Davenport 

The first semester has come to an 

end.  Students organized their folders 

and are all set for the second semester. The class 

will continue to read and study the novel The 

Outsiders by S.E. Hinton.  Students are engaged in 

vocabulary work using context clues to find the 

meaning of a new word and focusing on literary 

elements and techniques.  Students will be 

participating with daily writing, reflecting on the 

novel through quick writes or comprehension 

checks.  The Outsiders will be read in class and 

some independent reading will also be completed at 

home.  Please continue to check my website or have 

your child show you Google Classroom for updated 

information. 

 

Students are to continue to read daily at home, 

focusing on their reading goal for the third quarter.  

Thank you for your ongoing support.  As always, 

please reach out if you have any questions or 

concerns.  I’m looking forward to another great half 

of the year in English class!  

christy.davenport@gpschools.org  
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English 

Mrs. Duffield 

“They who dream by day are cognizant of many 

things which escape those who dream only at 

night.”  (Edgar Allan Poe) 

Classes conclude the study of Edgar Allan Poe 

literature this month.  In addition, students are 

researching, planning, and presenting PASSION 

PROJECT I to their peers.  Students write every day 

in class; clear, powerful, engaging, and error-free 

essays is the goal. Grammar lessons continue.  Oral 

book review #5 is due on Friday, February 10
th

.  

Students must read daily a minimum of ten pages or 

twenty minutes.  This makes a difference! 

 

Math 

Mrs. Fekin 

Grade level:  After finishing a long unit on Solving 

Equations, classes will be moving to Chapter Five: 

Proportional Relationships.  In this unit, students 

will explore ways to write ratios and proportions, 

solve to find equivalent rates, and identify direct 

variations.  Also, they will learn about similar 

figures and how to draw similar figures to scale.  As 

always, please feel free to contact me any time with 

questions or concerns.  I can be reached via email at 

nicole.fekin@gpschools.org or voicemail at (313) 

432-5602. 

 

Honors: Classes will be starting the new semester 

with an investigation into slope.  Students will be 

finding slope, y-intercepts, and graphing linear 

equations.  After Mid-Winter Vacation, classes will 

be working on Solving Systems of Linear Equations.  

This unit is not from the Pre-Algebra text book, so 

please note that I will be supplying students with 

their notes and daily homework.  Most of the 

material has been adapted from an Algebra 1 book 

by Glencoe.  As always, please feel free to contact 

me any time with questions or concerns.  I can be 

reached via email at nicole.fekin@gpschools.org or 

voicemail at (313) 432-5602. 

 

Science 

Mrs. Brennan 

Students are currently exploring cell processes and 

cell division. This unit will involve labs and 

activities on the subjects of photosynthesis, cell 

respiration, the cell cycle, and cell division. 

Students will then move into exploring the Heredity 

Unit. Please make sure to check science notebooks 

frequently and visit Mrs. Brennan’s webpage to find 

a weekly assignments calendar and other class 

announcements. Feel free to contact me with any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Science 

Mrs. Jordan 

During the month of January, classes began the new 

unit on Cells and Cell Structure. They learned how 

to use a microscope.  Then, students continued to 

learn about cells and the tiny structures inside cells.  

As the month concluded, they completed several 

activities about cell organelles and their various 

functions.  Students completed an in class project to 

demonstrate what they learned about the various 

organelles of the cell. Wrapping up the Cell Unit, 

they will explore the concepts of photosynthesis, 

respiration, and cell division.  During February, 

classes will begin the Heredity/Adaptation Unit … 

always a favorite!  As always, please continue to 

use Google Classroom to keep up-to-date on 

assignments, quizzes, and tests. 

 

Science 

Mr. Sonnenberg 
Discovering the general rules of chemical reactions 

among atoms has led us to uncover the specific 

chemical reactions that occur in the living world 

itself! For example, students learned the specific 

bonds that form atoms such as carbon, hydrogen, 

and oxygen.  Now, classes will learn the actual 

chemical formula for photosynthesis and view the 

chloroplasts where it occurs under a microscope. 

Bottom line, students are pulling up their sleeves 

and continuing to experience science – the truest 

way to discover all there is to find. The current 

theme is Cells.  Students have learned the structure 

of the cell and have moved on to the specific 

processes the cell undergoes. First, the respiration-

photosynthesis cycle and then cell mitosis. Take a 

look at their science binder – there’s plenty to see! 

Coming soon? Heredity and Adaptation and all the 

fun concepts that this brings!  

 

If you need to contact me, please email 

mark.sonnenberg@gpschools.org or voicemail at 

(313) 432-5805. Please continue to use your child’s 

Google Classroom page to monitor the weekly 

events for class. The weekly schedule, assignments, 

and class activities are all posted there. I have also 

begun uploading screencasts of much of my 

instruction to Classroom, so if a student is absent or 

simply wants extra help, this can be useful. There is 

nicole.fekin@gpschools.org
nicole.fekin@gpschools.org
mailto:mark.sonnenberg@gpschools.org


also a feature called, “Guardian Emails,” where you 

can receive basic updates of items I post on 

Classroom. Simply email me the address(es) you’d 

like these updates sent to and I can add them 

manually (this can be customized to have them sent 

at whatever frequency you’d like). 

 

Finally, to begin receiving my REMIND text blasts, 

please text “@sonic2016” to 81010. 

 

Here’s to a great winter stretch! 

  

Social Studies 

Mrs. Corden 

It’s hard to believe that half of the year has already 

flown by.  The students continue on their journey 

through the Eastern Hemisphere.  They recently 

completed the unit on Major Religions of the World 

and that is always a very interesting and eye-

opening unit for students.  At this time, classes are 

in the midst of the Project Based Learning Unit, 

which involves some of the neediest countries of 

North Africa and the Middle East. Based on rights 

citizens of the world are entitled to under The 

Declaration of Human Rights document, groups are 

researching their country, considering their greatest 

needs,  and making  presentations and pleas to the 

Human Rights Forum in order to be awarded the 

huge money donation Warren Buffet has promised 

to the winner.  Another eye-opening experience for 

sure. 

 

Current events continue with approximately six 

assigned per quarter.  Students still have far to go, 

and I appreciate all of your support to help the 

process.  Please contact me with any questions or 

concerns that might arise. 

 

Social Studies 

Mr. Dettlinger 

Classes are deep into the study of the immense 

continent of Asia.  Students began by discussing the 

many physical characteristics of Asia and then 

branched off into the specific countries themselves.  

Much of the time will be spent discussing the 

similarities and differences between Asia and our 

own lifestyle here in the United States.  Economics, 

population density, and technology will be large 

focus areas during this unit.  Students have also 

touched upon the volatile relationship between India 

and Pakistan who share a border and have already 

fought numerous wars against each other.  Classes 

will discuss the role that the United States has 

played, considering they have improved relations 

with each nation. 

 

Clearly, much is happening in this region of the 

world that is having a huge impact upon American 

society.  With that thought in mind, students are 

encouraged to try and focus their current affairs 

assignments on the Asian continent.  Any help you 

may give them at home in this area would be 

appreciated.  It is my hope that the children will 

begin to understand, at an early age, just how 

important events in this region are to the future of 

our own lives. 

 

Thanks for your support and giving me such 

fantastic children with which to work! 

 

Social Studies 

Mrs. Shellnut  

Honors students are continuing to build a solid 

foundation in economics.  They are learning about 

the history, geography, governments, and current 

issues of several countries. Classes are participating 

in a Project Based Learning activity right now.  

Students are putting together a proposal for the 

United Nations on a country that hired them.  They 

will share the country’s background and big issues 

and propose a solution for one or two of those 

issues.  Students will be working towards a winning 

proposal to receive billions of dollars for the 

implementation of their solution(s).  Students 

continue to complete current events every other 

Friday.   

 

 

Eighth Grade 

 

English 

Mrs. Currier 

Grade level and Honors:  This month, all students 

will read literature from the Holocaust. Honors 

students will read excerpts from Anne Frank’s diary 

and Ellie Wiesel’s memoir Night. Grade level 

students will learn about Anne Frank as they read 

the engaging play based on her diary found in the 

eighth grade textbook. The unit will culminate in 

the annual field trip to the Holocaust Memorial 

Museum in Farmington Hills in March.  Permission 

slips and more information about this field trip will 

be coming home this month. In addition, I will need 

parent volunteers to chaperone this trip. Please 



contact me in advance if you are interested in 

chaperoning by sending an email to 

curriem@gpschools.com There is no cost to 

chaperone.  

 

English 

Mrs. Duffield 

“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a 

single moment before starting to improve the 

world.” (Anne Frank) 

 

Classes begin the study of World War II literature 

including The Diary of Anne Frank, Night, by Elie 

Wiesel (8H), and many, non-fiction articles related 

to the era. The field trip to the Michigan Holocaust 

Memorial Museum in Orchard Lake, MI is in mid-

March.  More information will follow.  In addition, 

students are researching, planning, and presenting 

PASSION PROJECT I to their peers.  Students 

write every day in class; clear, powerful, engaging, 

and error-free essays is the goal. Grammar lessons 

continue.  Oral book review #5 is due on Friday, 

February 10
th

.  Students must read daily a minimum 

of ten pages or twenty minutes.  This makes a 

difference! 

 

Science 

Mrs. Brennan 

Students are finishing up Energy and Systems and 

will then be moving on to Electricity. This unit will 

involve labs and activities on the subjects of electric 

circuits and measuring resistance, voltage, and 

currents. Please make sure to check science binders 

frequently and visit Mrs. Brennan’s webpage to find 

a weekly assignments calendar and other class 

announcements. Feel free to contact me with any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Science 

Mrs. D’Angelo 

In February, classes will continue with the focus on 

energy, different types of energy, the law of 

conservation of energy, energy flow diagrams, etc. 

The dates for extra credit opportunities at the 

University of Michigan for second semester are: 

February 4, 11, 18, March 11, 18, 25 and April 1 & 

8. The University’s website 

http://lsa.umich.edu/physics/news-events/saturday-

morning-physics.html 

provides the lecture topic for each date. To learn 

about classroom activities with links to classroom 

handouts and homework, please go to the Brownell 

homepage 

(http://gpschools.schoolwires.net/gpbrownell/), 

click on “Staff Websites,” next click on “D’Angelo, 

Maggie,” click on the blue link, which will take you 

to the daily classroom calendar. After locating the 

date, click on “Classroom Happenings,” next click 

on “more details” and it will open the calendar 

window allowing you to see the day’s activity, 

ELO/homework assignment, and printable 

handouts. 

                              

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t 

hesitate to call me at (313) 432-5319 or email me at 

maggie.dangelo@gpschools.org. I’m available daily 

during 6th hour Monday: 2:30 to 3:10 & Tuesday – 

Friday: 2:10 to 2:50. 

 

Social Studies 

Mrs. Cooper 

Students became Constitution experts in January 

and did a fantastic job as they studied the 

document’s parts and learned about the roles of the 

three branches of government, the 27 amendments, 

and some Supreme Court cases related to the 

amendments. Their Google presentations on the 

amendments were great. 

 

This month, the eighth graders will learn about the 

beginnings of political parties in the United States. 

The sharp differences between Hamilton and the 

Federalists and Jefferson and the Republicans will 

be a focus of study. In addition, students will learn 

about the presidencies of Washington, Adams, and 

Jefferson. They will look at the challenges each 

faced and how they helped shape American foreign 

policy. 

 

Since February is Black History month, classes will 

also spend time each day learning about the 

significant contributions of African Americans to 

our nation’s history. 

 

Social Studies 

Mrs. Shellnut 

Honors students have finished the difficult 

challenge of creating the Constitution.  They will 

continue to learn about the Constitution, Bill of 

Rights, and the part that is played by the U.S. 

Supreme Court in its interpretation.  Have you heard 

the Bill of Rights song yet?  Ask your child to sing 

it for you!  (It will clarify the reasons why I am not 

a choir teacher.)   All of my eighth grade classes 

mailto:curriem@gpschools.com
http://lsa.umich.edu/physics/news-events/saturday-morning-physics.html
http://lsa.umich.edu/physics/news-events/saturday-morning-physics.html
http://gpschools.schoolwires.net/gpbrownell/site/default.asp
mailto:maggie.dangelo@gpschools.org


will begin to listen to the true story: My Family 

Shall Be Free, by Dennis Brindell Fradin.  Students 

continue to complete current events every other 

Friday.  

 

 

Art 

Mrs. Rose 

 

It’s a whole new semester with new faces and 

unbridled enthusiasm for all the exciting new art 

projects that lay ahead! All classes are just starting, 

so the work is beginning to “blossom” as you are 

reading this newsletter. 

 

Art 2D students are learning the importance of 

isolating or “seeing” the negative space in order to 

draw the negative space effectively.  Students 

practice this new way of seeing before applying this 

new technique in  a contour drawing of a shoe (1
st
 

year students) or a small still life (2
nd 

year students).  

This is usually when most students realize, “I can 

draw after all!”  Watching that transformation take 

place never gets old! 

 

Sixth grade artists are embarking on a journey to 

Ancient Egypt and all the treasures that are revealed 

in their artwork, architecture, and hieroglyphics.  

Students will soon be creating their own Ancient 

Egyptian copper low relief sculpture, revealing 

treasures about themselves as well! 

 

Art 3D students are working on their creative clay 

coil or slab pots.  Their work needs to have a fitted 

lid, but also must embody a theme in its form or in 

the surface design.  What a creative group of artists! 

 

Art Club is meeting on the 13
th

 and the 27
th

 this 

month.  They will be working on the Brownell 

community project. 

 

 

Industrial Technology 

Mr. Abel 

 

Sixth Grade Technology 

This class is an every-other-day class that meets for 

one semester. The grade for class is based on in-

class projects with very little homework. The first 

project students are working on is a pencil stand. 

The students need to brain storm and critique 

possible designs and then cut out the final form in 

wood using a scroll saw. Next, with the use of rasps, 

files, and sandpaper, students need to achieve a 

smooth surface ready for top coats. After drilling a 

hole and a countersink for the hardware, students 

will use rub-on polyurethane for a finished product. 

For the second project, students will report to one of 

the computer labs and design bridges with the 

Bridge Builder software. 

  

Woods and Metals Technology – Grades 7 & 8 

The Woods and Metals students are composed of 

two groups, the beginners and the advanced. 

Students taking the class the first time have the 

option of making a wooden napkin holder or a 

banana stand or any substitute project approved by 

the teacher. For materials, students can choose 

between mahogany and willow. Students will use 

rasps, files, sanders, scroll saw or band saw, and 

drill press. Students are encouraged to propose 

alternative projects, but they need to provide 

detailed dimensions and a plan of procedure. 

Students who are repeating the class are expected to 

make three to four projects over the semester and 

they are encouraged to find a bill of materials and 

plans of procedures. Some suggestions are wooden 

boxes intarsia and marquetry. It is my pleasure to 

have the opportunity to perform hands-on work with 

students and I am looking forward to seeing some 

excellent finished projects. 

 

If you happen to have furniture grade lumber 

collecting dust, we would be delighted to take 

donations. Please note that we are currently NOT 

looking for construction grade lumber such and 

2x4s or 4x4s.   

 

 

Journalism 

Mr. Ernst 

 

Broadcast Journalism 
Students are working in a large amount of different 

areas. In second hour, students have chosen one of 

two paths to work on for this semester. Several 

students are working on creating weekly topic 

specific shows that will be produced and shown on 

WBBC on assigned days. The other students are 

starting work on producing a longer form film that 

can be shown in the Multi-Purpose Room later in 

the year. They will be selecting a script, assigning 

roles, setting up scenes and locations, as well as 

filming and editing the film.  



Meanwhile, fourth hour is still hard at work 

producing WBBC school coverage. Please check us 

out at broncopress.org or subscribe to our channel 

on YouTube, brownellmiddleschool.  

 

Journalism 

February brings new recruits for the second 

semester.  The yearlong staff will be working on 

creating pieces for this month’s paper as well as the 

website while the new staff will be learning the 

basics of journalistic writing and work on their first 

assigned story. 

 

 

Physical Education 

Mrs. Francis 

 

There has been a shift of students for second 

semester.  I said goodbye to sixth grade students 

and some of my seventh and eighth, and I welcome 

all the new students joining the physical education 

program.  For the brand new students, you can find 

an overview of the program and my expectations on 

my website.   

 

The seventh and eighth grade classes will have 

some overlap of units covered in the first semester, 

but they will have plenty of new activities to play as 

well.  Some of the activities in the second semester 

include pickleball, team handball, Water Polo, flag 

football, and possibly lacrosse and golf.  One of the 

students’ favorite units is March Madness 

Basketball.  During this unit, classes go through a 

series of tournaments with student playing 5 on 5 

and 3 on 3 games.  Students play some full court 

and some half court so all can appreciate how the 

numbers and space changes the way you play 

offense and defense.  To start the semester, students 

will play some pickleball and badminton.   All of 

the 8
th

 grade students have the opportunity to 

participate on the annual trip to Airtime Trampoline 

Park.  This trip will take place in March. Students 

always have a great time jumping and performing 

stunts on this trip. 

 

 

Vocal Music 

Mrs. Gross 

 

The choir room welcomed a student teacher from 

Wayne State University this January.  Lauren Fuller 

will be spending a few months with the choir 

students perfecting her craft.   

 

A handful of students are participating in the Solo & 

Ensemble Festival on Saturday, February 25.  These 

students will go in front of an adjudicator and sing 

two contrasting pieces.  The judge will then give a 

rating and comments.  Good luck! 

 

All of the choirs are learning new repertoire and 

sight singing in preparation for MSVMA Choral 

Festival on March 15.  Please consider chaperoning 

and cheering on the choirs for the day at Stoney 

Creek High School in Rochester.  Look for 

permission slips coming home soon. 

 

Pierce, Parcells, and Brownell students are coming 

together at Brownell on Wednesday, March 8 to 

share and listen to each school’s festival pieces. 

This concert is primarily for the students to learn 

from and encourage fellow GPPSS middle school 

singers.  Students will gather from 3:00-5:45 in the 

Brownell Multi-Purpose Room. All sixth, seventh, 

and eighth grade choir students should plan on 

being there. 

 

Sixth grade classes have begun to sight sing.  This 

skill takes quite a bit of practice and can be 

intimidating at first, but by the end of the semester, 

most students will be fairly comfortable looking at 

simple pieces of music and understanding what it 

sounds like on their own.  The sixth grade choir also 

continues to work on reading rhythms, time 

signatures, and sight singing.  

 

 

World Languages 

Mr. Abel - http://tinyurl.com/bmsabel 

Ms. Porvin - http://tinyurl.com/bmsporvin 

Please check our websites for the very latest news 

including daily homework information and weekly 

summaries of current activities. 

 

French Introduction – Grade 6 

Ms. Porvin & Mr. Abel 

How many hours a day do you spend on your 

device? – is a question that students can answer in 

French now after the Number Unit.  Also, how 

much they sleep.  Good information to know.  The 

next unit integrates expressing opinions, talking 

about activities, and favorite foods.  This will build 

into a Family Album Unit. 

http://tinyurl.com/bmsabel
http://tinyurl.com/bmsporvin


Spanish Introduction – Grade 6 

Ms. Porvin 

We hope you enjoy seeing the family albums.  We 

bet you didn’t know that your family was so 

“interesting.”  During third quarter, classes revisit 

and expand upon three topics from the elementary 

program: the calendar, telling time, and the weather.  

This is an opportunity to expand vocabulary, refine 

language skills, and work on study habits.  These 

units are vocabulary-driven which means plenty of 

written practice to study.  We will have S-P-E-L-L-

I-N-G boot camp as part of these lessons.  Please 

check in with your child to see which strategies they 

are finding most effective. 

 

Spanish Enrichment 

Ms. Porvin 

Classes revisit grammatical concepts from Spanish 

Introduction while exploring new themes.  The 

semester begins with creating magazine layouts 

featuring Top 5 lists and paragraphs (in Spanish!) 

about what students achieve in their free time. Then, 

time will be split between reviewing classroom 

expressions and diving into new grammar: Verb-o-

rama! 

 

Spanish I 

Mr. Abel 

The Spanish I students have survived their first 

experience with midterm exams. Please remember 

that the midterm is used to calculate the semester 1 

high school grade and does not show up on middle 

school report cards. You are able to see the midterm 

score and the high school grade on Pinnacle. First 

up in February is a mini lesson on tamales to 

celebrate a new semester of learning. This will 

include a taste test of both a savory and sweet tamal 

(tamale is NOT the name but the plural is tamales). 

Students will dive into a unit on extending, 

accepting, and after invitations. This will include a 

review of time and expressions referring to time 

frames. Before Mid-Winter Vacation, students will 

begin a unit on Familia y comida, or in other words 

Family and Food. Did you know that all Mexicans 

have two last names and that those of the father, 

mother, and children are all slightly different? Ask 

your child to explain what your family names would 

be if you were from Mexico. 

 

 

 

 

Spanish II 

Ms. Porvin 

Children’s books and teddy bears?  You bet!  

Excellent examples of narration in the past.  In 

February, Spanish II students will take a walk down 

Memory Lane and learn to write and talk about 

what they used to achieve as a small child. In order 

to complete this, students will learn a new tense: the 

imperfect. Forming the tense is not that 

complicated, but it will take time for students to 

internalize when to use the imperfect instead of the 

preterit. In this unit, most verbs will be in the 

imperfect tense since they are reporting on activities 

repeated in the past.  

 

 

Athletics 

Mrs. Francis 

 

The girls’ 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade 

basketball teams will start games soon.  Admission 

is not charged at home games, but some of the other 

schools have a gate fee.  We are looking forward to 

seeing our girls shine.    

 

The wrestling team began their practices on 

Wednesday, February 1st.   All practices and home 

meets are at Pierce.  This is a combined team with 

Pierce and it is a great way for the athletes to make 

new connections with future classmates.   

 

On the horizon is the swim and dive team.  Once 

schedules are finalized I will be able to give you 

exact dates.   Practices for the swim program will 

begin at the end of February or early March at the 

Brownell pool from 3:30-5:00 pm for all sixth 

through eighth graders that are interested.  The 

diving practices will run out of North High School.  

This team is one of two sports available for the sixth 

graders.  An athletic physical card on file is required 

in order to participate.  Please turn in the physical 

cards to the main office. Rick Cozad is our 

returning coach along with several high school 

swimmers who come back to help out.  It is a short, 

but fun season.    A swim team t-shirt order will be 

coming out in advance of the season.  Watch for 

information to come home soon or watch for it 

online.  

 

 

 

 



Brownell Brag 

Highlights from Student Life at Brownell 

 

The Stable 

Cookie sales every Wednesday have been a big 

success. We sell two freshly baked cookies for $1.  

The staff extends a special thank you to Mrs. 

Lawrence and Mrs. Veneri who bake the cookies 

every week.  

 

The Stable is supporting The Ronald McDonald 

House through their loose change drive. Donations 

will be collected through February. 

 

Congratulations to employees of the month: Alexis 

S. and Sarah C. 

  

Thank you for supporting your school store. Your 

generosity helps us provide scholarships for 

students in addition to funding programs. 

 

STAND 

In January, we started the year by making banners 

to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  STAND Club 

members encouraged Brownell students to make it a 

‘day on’ and not a ‘day off’ – calling for students to 

serve those around them.  Additionally, STAND 

sponsored a Support 4 Syria donation day to give 

students an opportunity to act beyond our 

immediate neighbors. 

 

Then, STAND members had another service field 

trip.  Time was split time between Arts & Scraps 

and Gleaners.  Lunch featured cookies from On the 

Rise Bakery sponsored by the Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen.  Thanks to all of the parent volunteers. 

 

Later in the month, STAND sponsored Clown Day 

to raise money for Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit.  

Thank you so much to all of the students and staff 

who clowned around for the cause.  We will keep 

you posted on the monies that were raised. 

 

In February, STAND members will again put 

together kits to support children in The Guidance 

Center’s Kids-TALK Children's Advocacy Center.  

These are children navigating very tough situations 

so our bags are designed to provide comfort and 

distraction.  STAND students will make fleece 

pillows and hand-decorated cards.  STAND also 

funds small puzzles, stickers, coloring supplies, and 

cloth bags.  We are proud of the kits the students 

made and Kids Talk CAC is also very grateful to 

receive them.   

 

NJHS 

The group was very busy during the Holiday Season 

taking part in some awesome charity and service 

projects.  NJHS sponsored the school-wide Holiday 

Door Decorating Contest, which is always a load of 

fun.  The winning Advisory is being given one 

hundred dollars to donate to a charity of their 

choice.  The members also made beautiful holiday 

cards for the homeless veterans of Detroit, as well 

as donating much needed food and supplies.  The 

next undertaking will be to purchase and sell 

concessions during both evening performances of 

the upcoming play with proceeds also going to 

charity. 
 

Drama Club 
 

Brownell Middle School presents 

CINDERELLA 

February 9-10, 2017 

7 pm curtain in the Brownell Multi-Purpose Room 

$10 reserved seating 

Please see the Brownell website for ticket information (Seat-Yourself on-line ticketing) or tickets may be 

purchased at the door on the evenings of February 9
th

 and 10
th

. 

This is a show for all ages.  We hope you’ll plan to attend. 

Contact:  Tammy Duffield tamera.duffield@gpschools.org  

 

 

mailto:tamera.duffield@gpschools.org

